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IThe folluw1ng reflects the findings of the Department 

ul Public I feallh during on in spcc:1on visit. 

Complaint Intake Nurnter 

CA00359050, CAOC35906 I Substantiated 


Represenllng the Department of Public t tealth: 

Surveyor ID ti 29108. HFEN 

me inspection was 11m1tecl to the sp ecific facrhry 

event investigated and doti:> no t represent the 
findings of a fu ll im;pectior o f the facility 

Health and Safety Coda Sec.hon 1L80 I (c) F nr 

purposes of th is section "rmmPrliate jeop::irdy" 

means a situation 1n llklich lhe lice11sce's 
noncomph.:ince with one or more requirements of 

I censure h::is caused (J( 1:; llkely to c.iuse, seriuus 

in1uiy or de<1t~ to the pat1c:n t 

Health und Safety Co<fo Soc!1rin 1279 1 HPIPntir-n 

of n ObJOCl 111 <J PattC: nl 
(b) ..or purpo::.cs 1Jf tr 1s StC' on "i.ldVl"~· · <JVC ·nt 

1nclud11s <11vof the follow r.g 

(I) Surgical events. mdud111q th.: rc·l ow1n9 
(0) Ret,,ntron of a fort:1t1n ob1e1-t n d patient afkr 
surgery o. othc:r pre><,. .-iure, e '' .ILd:rg ot t 't.:!' 

mtcnbomlly 1mp1antccJ as pail of a plJ1 11 1t.>e 

111h :1vent1on and objt.:\:t~ pr 0;sem prior to surncrv I 
thdl ar<) r1h-11:1onci y 1da111l'clI 
Tht. ddv.:r~ event w3s d :ll"'Cted o - /t3 
'hu f,1 ..h'y 1 J'l• ~'P"I tllL' ~U\'l'I SC:t". I r 1•n  13Ifho p~H t' r I d rldfor rc~p<111s1ble ~· irty v111s nolt1 <1 I of 

t J 111- s• "' 1 l on 113 
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(EACH CORRCCTIVC AC ti)" SlllJUI n RF r.uo;;~. 
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Adverse rve11t N ot1ficc1t1011 · Informed 
Health and Safety Code Section 1279 1 (c) . 'The 

facility shall inform the patient or ihe party 
responsible for the pat ePI of the 1tlvt!rse evrnt by 

' the time the report 1s made · 

The COPt 1 verified that the fcic1•1ty informed the 

patient or tht:l pa1 ty responsible for the patient of the 
adverse event by the time tho report was made. 

CCR Ttllo 22 DIV 5CH 1ARr .\ 70223 S•Jtgc<il 
Ser\1100 Genoral Requiremunts 

(b) A comm1tlt~e of the med•e<ll staff shall be 

;:issigned respons1bihty for 
(2) Development. ma1nten<J1iw and 1mplemenlat.011 I 
of wntten policies and prnoodurcs 1n consulta tion 

v.ith olhor appropnate health µro fess·onals and 

adm r1strat1011 Pohoes c;r at bl! apuo~ed by the 
goveri1ny oody Proo:.-<lurt!S sl.. tic .10provt..<d by 
the oon·111 :r.ition and med:;;at o:.•;iff where such s 

appruprtolE:: 

This rule 1s nut rnet a:; <'111rJe11Qid by 

Base•J on observ<1'10 ·1" 111tNV•' w<; rnttd•c<~I <.-c<11<I 

c:nd doc11111<.;11t 1ev1;;,w , th<J f l CHllf f.i h.;d to i;,r,surt. 

f;1c1l1ty ptHcy cind prnci,.'JL i;, fr1• !': ll!JI: 11 "'''",er s 

''P1ellf' 11t1on o• Retain0i S1111J 1 1i ltt:m~ Po wy 

Spa 1ge C:•'l11il'>' we1 e foll11w1·1 l I I 11!> failu re ri::-su.1ed 

m t1·0 rt>lw1tiun of a b1 u~ s 11J C<il tc•wcl left 11 1 

Patifln t I duru q ;;n 1J1-n t11' lit ho111colurteimy 

(surq.-· I r·-' 111 1v.,J cl p~. 1 1 01 tt l' •I 11) ard 1 lc1ft 

I 'Ill -1 r""'.., r (i • .,n o• ..n 1r1, 1: 1 cal 

s•nr.:ur r t • groml P'-- lO m e..1 

le) 

PREii}( 
lAG 

PROll•D£R'S PLAN OF CORRECTION 

(l'.AC:l l CORRl' CTIV€ ACTIOrl SI t<JUlCl DE CROSS· 

Rr t r:lle"i t:r o 10 nt!: APPROf'll'A rC OEF ICl[ NCY) 


ID 70223 (( b)2) 

06/ 14/ 13 

Blue surg ical towels removed from 
Operating Poom (OR) ard Sterile 
Processing Depa rtment (SPD) store . 

hite towels w ith Ra idopaque 
marker:, (ROT) rep luced. 
Obse1vc:t tional audits of Su rgical 
ount and compliance w ith policy 
nd procedure in it ia ted 06/14/13, 
wo rdndom audits per Vteek u nti l 

100°-0 comp 1a11ce for 30 days; then 
bserva tional aud i ts once per week 

or 90 days unt il 100%; t hen 
ra ndom observationa l aud its 
monthly un til 100% for th ree 
month~. R~port aud i t results und 
ctio l~ to bi-monthly Department 
f Surgery Meetings 

Director Pt!noperative Service 
responsible. 

I nformed Sacramento Ct:!nln' 
upi;ly Chain Management and 

Medlin.:: n .. presentativc lo rcmo\ e 
blue lowds from p r~p;:icknged 
m ater ials for ki ts, rcpluce with ROT 
internally. Custom o rdered p.Jcks 
to be 01 Jer"'d spec.1f1cally with ROT. 

Di rector Per1opernt1\i e Se r ices 
respon :. ible. 

(X!:t) 

(.OMPI 1-.11' 
r A ll. 

k:omi> <: I~rl 
)6,' l 11 • • 
I 1J 0 l~. II <J 

C-:::1 111le .d 
) 6/ 1'1/lJ 

( LI' • :ll i( I 5 

I t • t •.. t; 
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PRU'IA: 

IAC 

SUMMA RY S IA t t •IFNr U F OEFlt.ltNC ILS 10 
(t-llCHOEF1C•£ NCY MUST fi t- f' RECEl:Oto UY H ll PREftX 
Ht GULA IORY OR l SC .om I ! ~-YIN\, n .fORMll I ION) 1AC 

P:i llent 1 subseq11c 11lly <lied of complic;:itions 

related to the retained foreign ob;ect on - 3 

h ndings· 

Per the medical record. Patient 1W<1S a 18 year old 

man admitted to the facrhly - 13 with diaynoses 

including colon cancer and a left 1nguma1 hernia. A 

d ocument d a ted - 13 t itled "O perative 

Procedure" revealed Patient ·1 underwent an open 

ngtit hem1rolectomy and loft 11'9u1nal h u m 1a repair 

µerfooned by Surgeon 1 and a., assistant. S irgeon 
2 Palte nt l 's - 13 "Anesthesia lntra--01.1 
Evaluat ion · fo1m identified Anei.thos1olog1st 1 as 

tho phys10 J 11 who intubateo ano <VJrnrmster :d l'll" 

gone1al anu<>lhe s1a 

P~tient 1·s - 13 Surgical Case Rt.:vlld ,·.. is 
rovrewc d Ori P<.Jge 4 of t·11· Rt?<·w f, th-: Ist of 
"[R.v1ce:.·· uscu during surgt?ry inducted "Towe (s)." 
The "Ope abve S< <-"'ns · Ctf PJ!Jf' 4 11.du;atPd the 
follomng 1t~rn::. weru 1nc1ud c.<J 1n tne court:; 

lsronges needles mstrwnents and 'othl' r 

d1sposat le 1tarn~" Hue sury1tdl luw~h wi.:ru nvt 

I s~Cd Pt:r th0 II .cur11 11Ial1()(1 the Circulll 11!'-J 
Nurse (Of{ RN) am! Sl:rnb I c.:ch111c 1o n (0~~ I •>ch I ) 

w.:re 1nvu lvt:d 1n th" .:;ounts (the p•o,,i>.;s of t:oll11l n:JI 	 1 

t 1o;; nwrbcr of sur<Jt.o.<I item ava1'<>11I·" ' v u•,.. 1 the 
OH befori! dun n!·I ;111~ a't(,r c; 11r(11' ry) 

rh.. h I ty II ·»111'31Prtl Gore Servi ·~ I <.y 

<i r1 Pro -"UU re t1U·~ f ' I 'rc\le!r1:on CJr Rt twt1mi 
s 11;i cal h ·ms Po cy' u.-med 1 wg 1 1t · " .i c.1

Isuw!',r d .Ke er p:ero c: · ,:.i~ w ·rt w , "l , J 

PROVIO~R'S PLAN 01 COl!RECTION (X5) 
(El,CH CORRECTIVE AC I JOii SHOULD OE CROSS· COMPLETE 

REf!;R ( N CEP ro 1111'. APPhDl'RIATt OCf l(;lf Nl.'I') OJ\rt 

I nterviewed and queried staff 

regarding access to elect ronic 


1
po licy. Conf irmed accessibility 
1 	

dded to new hire orientation with 
ompetency evaluation, RSI policy 
i corporated into Medical Staff ~ orientation. 

Director Perioperative Services 

responc;ible. 


jReviewed process with staff uti l 1z1ng~')'TIPl,..tt::d 

Sponge Accounling Audit Tool fo r b6/1•1/13 

'oR and Procedure Room. 
 nd ongo r · 

(Attachment A ) . 


Director Perioperative Services 
responsible. 

Reviewed current Reta ned Surg ica l 
tern policy and made minor 
i anges based on most current~ ign ity Healt "l references. 

I 
p irector Penopera tive Services 
l't?sponsible. 

06/17/ 13 

OR Stuft meeting - 1eviewed even t, c' n µtded 

e'I sed policy & procedure and use OG/• 7113 
o f blue towels on Mayo stand on ly. 

D1rt::ctor Penoperative Service~ 
res_pons ble. 

2·!'.i!U14 8 UI', >AM l 
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I 

Imound a surgical inc1s1011 or wound On(.) o f the four 
ctasscs of surg:cal items 1s called "soft goods." 
Soft goods ca11 be cotton, disposable cloth or 
gauze items including, " 1ad1opcique (shows up on 
'< ray) towels (16 1ncties x 26 inches)" Stil..1lon VI 

Il:l. 1. General Rules for Sponge Management, b . 

states. "All cotton gauze disposables placed in tho 

patient will be white surgical sponges or white 
radiopaque towels and may contain a separate 
identifiable label or tag. [See Point of Discussion # 5 
for additJonal 1nformat1on about why wh1to?) 5 
VI B 1 b. \/lfny white? The intent here 1s to have a 
unified approac t1 to manng1ng what ts sa fe to go 
mto a patient If we say and practice that all the 
soft qooJs that are safe lo go inside a patent are 
white or will be white and have a rnd1opaque marker 
(a radiopaqt.e towel ROT) this may help surg:c.al 

technologists organize the back tables and I 
(jveryone account for sponges. If it's a white R01. 
it's safe and okay to qo 111 !the ri:1ent) If it's blue or 
green it sh 1 Jld be suspr>ct So wn1te RO fa go 
in 1ust hke all tl)t? other wtute spo;iges wh le blue or 
g1 ~en drape towels stay out " 

I 
Surgeon 1 was 11 1tervic ....,1;<.1 on 112/14 at 1:1 O!> p m 
Surgeon 1 statl:1l he wa·• alway... 1nvolvt!d 1n the 
1nstrume11t coums He .it.knO'.vledged tha1 dunng 
Patient 1's suruery ti e blui:: towcls were nut 
h duded 111 he cuunt cl n ti w0r~ not rad1op 1que

lSt.rgeon 1 said t.c did nut use c1 :ov:el as a spon~p 
a d1,1pe or s lln~J cit .1 .ng P 1!1ent I:; suraery Surgeon 

I 
1c1odt•d Uiat c1 wet blue lo\vd hi.ld been plact.:tf 
t.nd..;r hJrmom... ~ .J•rCI, (~ cur· 'J 11str tlilCllt usecf 
curing ur<J l'.cl' µrou."<lt res t<.. 1n 11ltan ;c 1 .•y o 11 

and stc1µ t-Jeed1r.q c.1t the sit<: ot th, 11l 1s11 n) 

Cc rp'~t·.;<fI nformed Medical Executive 
06/ 11/ ! 3 Comm it tee of event and received 

approval o f revised RSI policy. 

Director Perioperative Services 
responsib le. 

!Audit of cases schedu led to confirm Co1' 111 ...,t 0d 

adherence to current policy. 06/17/11 
~r"i .:. ~g "JingObservat ional audits of Surgical 

count and compliance wi th policy 
and procedure initiated 06/14/13, 
two random audits per week until 
100°10 compliance fo r 30 days; then 
10bservat1onal audits once per week 
for 90 days unt il 100°10 ; then 
random observat ional audits 
month ly until 100% for three 
months. Report aud't resu lts and 
actions to bi-monthly Department 
of Surgery Meet111gs. 

Quality Assurance/Risk 
Management responsible . 

06/19/13 
I 

Rout Cause Analysis performed by c~r 11~ '"".'cd1 3interd isciplinary leam. l mp le1n ented 00~, 1 J/ ~ 
j<)llu C 1'].., 11q 

action items. 
• Repos it ioned workstations t•Jr 1plckJ 

with screen/kcybo;:i r1 J\v;:iy b6/ 19111 
from field. Allo1.•1ing RN to lar '~ 0 11 

:- iq 

face s 1r91ca l field rit all 
times. 

3f~.:120 1 4 80? .t N.1 
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On 11115113 at noon, Anesthesiologist 1 was 

I
111tf!rviewed. J\nesthes1ologist 1 stated blue tow els 


were typically p laced around the perrrnetor of the 
at>dominal wound. w1th1n the stcrrle surgical held. 
Anesthes1olog1st 1 explained she had seen towels 

used to pad retraction or placed underneath 
insllumenls. She said she had assumed Uie count 

induded tne blue t0\1\-els. '1they) normally do • 

During an interview with the Oireclor o f Perioperatrvc 

Services/Risk Management {DPS;RM) on 10/18/13 

at 1 10 p m., he stated Patient l's surgery was 

intended to be laparoscopic (surgery performed 

I 

using a scope through a small 1ncis1on) but ended 
up t>e·ng "open'. (a long incision made on the 

Jbdomen to give the surgeon adequate access to I 
the colon) I he blue cotton towel wasn I clccounted 

for. he acknowledged I he DPS/RM did not know if 
to..,~ls were used on a regu m basis 111 the 
Qpt,rabng Room 

l

I 


An obseivJ!lon Wi'ls mado of ti " tacd1ty's Swgcry 

Der.irtmrnt on 10/18/13 at 'l 1> m I ht- I lf StRM


Iretnevcd a st( ·ril<· pa1;k of 4 blue towels rro1n the 

surq1t.1I suit(• supp y room In a cor t,lll rP it 

1ntc rv1cw wit!' tne OPS1RM. he 2'~kr·owled9c1f the<.~ 


W•?lt lht- same type of towels u~t~d duri11q P.-lue•\t 

l 's st.ryerv UnfCJldcd 0 110 of tt10 ccitton blut.? towels 


ll<-'d•Ure·i e1l~ CXlll1>:ely l61nmes by l::>1r,·h~s 

The to.vel d1<1 not ~ave a rclt.;'1 n1que ma kL·r or 


1dc!l1l1fy1n 1 t.ig 


O~c nun • Ro 11 Keg:s!e c<l N rs· (OR HN) ·1.t o 

Co-i1rlet1::r!• Addit ional magnetic st rips 
0 7/2-t/ 13 for miscellaneous items r1d l, I <)Olr~placed on d ry erase board. 

I n order to accommodate 
additional items counted 

C c111plCi•7t l• External review by p7!011/ 13 
consultant and incorporated U7 ... '/ 13 
into action plan. dnc! 01 tr'1 r .,i 

Director Perioperalive Services 
responsible. 

lo612s; 13 
Cornµlet c .. 

Board of Trustee~ Not1f1ed. I b/ 25/1 3 

Chief Nursing Executive 
responsible. 

jo1;03;13 

C om µ! l~<1Surgica l Department Staff Meeting 
0//1>3/l ~ discussed RCA resu lts, audits and 

f.hared actions with staff. 

Di rector Perloperutive Serv ices 
responsible. 

107/ 12/ 13 
~ompd~d 

letter nailed to Department of 0 /12/13 
!surgery to include all surgeons and 
~nestl1esiolog 1st~ rega rd i ng 
RSI/Sponge Accounting policy. 
1

~~~~~~~~~~~~---J 
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SUMMARY S TA l t '1ENr Of OtFICOIC:ICS m PROVIOflU> 1'11\N 0~ COl\kECTION (X'.i) 

(EAOI OEFICiEt.CV MUST OE PHt:CE(Ol·O BY ru• I PIU.flX (fl\Clt cormi-c llVf. llC !ION SHOULO OE CROSS· CO'l.Plf' rL 
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Con pli-! t i?.d!Medical ~taff manager and Quality 1

ll l/12/I i 
was responsible for managing nurs•ng care in lhc Assurance/Risk Managem ent 

operating room . wCJs intcrviewe<l on 12/31/JJ <.1t 
 responsible. 
11:30 a m OR RN stated she had counted 

instruments and o;uppl1cs with OR Tech 1 She 
 07/ 22/1 3 
explained blue to.ve:s were often located on the 
"Mayo stand" (an 111strume11t tray that provides a 1 oepartment of Surgery peer rev iew c" 11pl ~ ~cJplace for stenle instruments and supplies used 

completed . ,07/2//: 3during surgery) The tow e·s are rolled up and 


plac.ed under 1ns:ruments. hke scissors fo1 

example, to "p rop them up." OR RN acknowledged 
 Risk Management cl nd Quality 
the blue towels w ere not 111cluded 111 the count. Assurance responsible. 

An inte rview w as conducted with OR Tech 1 on 


1 11 15113 at 1 p m OR l ech 1stated she was 


present during Patient 1's surgery and participated 


111 the surgical item count:. w.111 OK RN She 

remembered ail terns were accounted for after 

Patient 1·s surgery The co 111ls were dOCtJmentr.d 


on the white board 1r d "count steel OR l ech 1 

staled she never qc1vc o b lu•l towel to the surgeon 

or placed one on thl! surgr<...al held during the c.i se 

OR Tech 1 stated SM h.id plact.'\l a wet blue towo,; I 

u11der the harmonic sc.rlpel She , cknowledg....d the 

bltJO tov.•els were nPver inclmled in the count ;11 d 


were not rad10paq1w 


A :cording lO tl'e l 01J Al HN (Asso.;1.:Jtmn o f 

Perroµerative Re<J ~ten:.. 1 Nur5t:s) P~rmper 1llv1

!)1.indards a1 o f< t:co1n 111Pndetl P rnc t CP°' I
I· Recommenced Prc1d 1ces fur F·revention 01 I 

Retained !)urg1 ...,J It•·ms (RS J.-;r 11 11 udc I "c1l l so!t 


Iq~ods used 11 tt t- SW!Ji<:al lit.!ld shou I bl 


ratl1opaque. Rt::!~Cllt 1ud c;u11i1c.. .il to1u Is h 1Vt' rt'!:i 1ll• I 


11 D<1ilent ' L,r f S11r j 11 •i t.els fr IH I I 1 1 tli 
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I 
instances of sur gical towels fou nd a t I 
autopsy When placed in a body cavity, an 
unmarked towel not 111cluded in the count may not 

be detected and increases the poss1bll1ty of a RSI." 

Ounng an interview with the Chief NursmfJ Othcer 


(CNO) on 10/18113 at 11 50 am., the C NO 


acknowledged there was 1nd1cation Patient 1 wasn't 


recovering from surgory as well as expected . The 


physicians were concerned fhe CNO stated 


Patient 1 experienced nausea and vomiting . vague 


abdominal pam and a low grade (elevated) fever 


On - 13. Surgeon 2 ordered a CT (computed 

I
tomography, a specialized x-ray that produces a 
precise reconstructed image of the area) of Pati~nt 
l's abdomen and pelvis. According to the Imaging 
Report, Rad1olog1st 1charted, "Impression . ..Right 

renal cyst Some non specific mllammatory 
changes 1n nqht flank" Surgeon 2 orelered another 
abdommallpelv1c C T 0~1.3 The Imaging Repo1t 

rear! "mass 1n the ng "ll lower abdomen which may 

represent an abscus5 although th~ 1clabvc l<Jck of 
mflarnrnatory cra119e suggests lhcil thts pos::;1bly 

could represent a st~nlo .;bscess rind lgs 

d1:.cussed with Surgoon 'J • 

1 rn a phone 1ntcrv1ew w 11h H&dioloqist 1 on 12/31/11 

a; '2 30 p rn . he stated h•' understood at the t1111e 
Patient 1 had been "uncomrortarle" and so a Cr [of 

the abdornen and pelvis] was ordered on • 11 
Radiolog st 1 expl<J ned that 1n the nqht 1t1wPr 
quadrcint of Patten! 1's obdoineri, the fl'm show1:: l 

an area that lo..>kf'd like a •sponqP from lhf' IX•' 111" 
Radio ug;si 1 staled he d1~r.usserJ lh"' H>:...il~s wl!ll 

(x:l) lll\fF. SURVEY 
COMPLE I E: D 

(lO) MUllll'U! CONSTRUCTIO'IJ 

A. BIJILOING 

B V'<1NG 11115120 13 

Il l PROVIDf.R'S Pl /\ti OF C(JilHt: C"I ION (XS) 

PRi:flX (fAt:H CORnrc1!VI' AC rlON SHl)lJLO BE CROSS· C()Ml'l l::l f. 
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Surgeon 2 "I 1ust knew 11 didn't belong there." he 
said. Rad1olog1st 1 continued, say1119 a second Cr 
was completed - 13 wh1cl1 provided no addi!ional 
or d1F.emnt 1nformalfon 

As U1e in1e,....1ew conl1nuod, Rad1olog1st l 

remembered Patient n~ transferred t~iflerent1w.
facilny (Facility 2) on 13 On ~13. at 
Fac1hty 2. another CT was perfo1med and Fac1l1tv 2 
staff determined the image was suggestive of a 
·•fore.gn body." Radioloq1st 1 (horn Facility 1) 

stated "Why I dfctl't trunk 11 was a foreign body I 
don't know I 1ust ddnl ·· Rad1olog1<t I said U1a1 in n 

later d1scuss1on with Surgeon 1 they had asked 

themselves. "How did [the towel] get 1ns1de?" "Wt! 
hadn't a due· he stat~d 

Patient 1'- 13 Surgical Ca:.e Re<;Ord rrorn the

Ircccv ng hospital (raohty 2) wa~ rtiV•t:Wt:-l It 

revealed lhat or>e "ret<i1ned fu1tign bu<Jy (towt>i x 1 " 
v.as removed from the n.il t l<Mter quodrant d the 
abdmien and sent to the P.itholO<JY Lab. 

In an 1ntorv1t. w with the R1.;k ManagP. r (RM) l'! t 

I1-aci ty 2011 10r7/11at 1 l !ipm. the RM 
expl 1r r>d a <;t1rgeo~ at r ac,;ihty 2 accepted l'ati. n t 
1 ormJA CT scan WJS IJICCl t!d dt rau ly ) 

,md ti'~ pi1~ :;1c1ans susp..,ctet.I "ll1e mass· on Ult:: 

film w.is a rela ned c;urg1cal ucrn l'cilient 1 v:1:nt to 
surJery ond ihey rounJ a towul lhu RM t;c,1'li. 1u .. u 
I"On post 01.11:r,1!1ve <fay #J..13  da y a f~e~ 
'iecorirl surnery) a Physical rnmap,:;t encotJ1n~e0 

t11111 to get lP out o f bc<1 VVhc11 ht:l s·ooll Lo hi"'
I :• J • -scd ar l co ied (s: pr t ~ 1U iq 1 r. ... '•llf 

cvll'J not r v1 ~ nrn • 
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Jn an 1ntc1 v1ew wi~h tile DPSll<M on 1011 13113 nt I 
1·10 p.m . ne sta:ed the autopsy 1epo1t indioitecJ 
the retained surgit;.al tow el 111 Patient r s abdomen 

had comprtis:.ed cl blood vcsstJI which contnt utccf 

to the development of blood ctols 11 1 his lur ys a111J 

legs and wore contnbulory to his sudclf:n death 

ReviE'l.v of the - 13 otticial document from the 
San Joaquin Counly Of1ice of the Coroner which 
specified Patient 1's cause of death The document 

revealed Patient 1 had been "1niured ' by a surgical 
towel left inside his abdomen after surgery caus1rq 

Itherapeufc complications 
d ea t h wa s an 

Tho? immeo1ate cause of I 
"Acutt'l Pulmonar y 

Thrombo embol•sm (life-thrt'a l~ning blood clot in the 
llXlg) due to Deep Vein rhrombos1s (blood clots} of 
the Legs due lo Systemic t11ndn 111dtory Response 

S)"ndrome (SIHS} due tu lntra-Pentoreal 

IGossyp 1boma/Text1lloma (un1nt •11tion.:illy rctil1'1od 

teXl!lc '>P• •1'1),je, 0< towel) • Tile docl>n'ent w.1c; 

s•JrY'd by the Su[lt'!'VIS1ng DcptJty Coror"'r 

tn a phono 1nterv1ew w ith lhl.l Superv1s1nq Deputy 

Corom•r 011 11/17/13 al 1 15 p rn he described tnc· 

1exh'!c,m,1 as "staoda1rl s11cd sur q1cal tow1 I" "tt 
v.as {lo1.11dJ wddded up. atx..ut 'r• • "1:.:e of a 1u11 .111 
'is1 tt1e Cr) onoi cont•nued Itf1c· towel w<1s n it rao1oµaquo 

I n~ C •roner co hmc I 

Tl P 11 Autvrisy HPport ot Pauent 1 NJS 

1

I 
rPv1cwed by a I orens1c. Pattioloq1 t Tho t-orcnsw 

Patholuq <;l toncuneu w1111 111° • Curonv:. report 11• : 

, lt"'n:ad 1r I !-. 'Opin•• 11 F'at ""nl t "I '8 y.:cl r 
1 

,1 ~;I •e ma i: die f is a IL:.u t I A i:te 

I -
• 4 11 802 r;\',1h n JSJ0l 11 

•I 
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Thrombo-Embolism duo to Deep Vei11 Thrombosis 

of Leqs. due to Systcm1<.: lnflammalo1y Responsu 

Syndrome (SIRS) due to lntra-Pentoneal 

Gossyp1boma!Textilloma" 

In an interview with the Ch,ef Nurse Offir.Pr (CNO) at 
Facility 1 on 10/18/13at 11 am. she stated. "fhe 
towels were not counted. Its not standard 

procedure to count towels." Alter the incident. the 
CNO explained that she had asked the operat1nq 
room statt what may have contributed to the towel 
bemg left in the patient: the staff remarked there 
was the "assumption" everything was okay The 
CNO stated the blue towel was not rad1opaque. 1t 
was a type of greenish blue tray towel generally 
pl<1ced on top of the instruments before the start of 
the procedure. or used to drape an ooen body 

c,:1v1ty • 

Tl11s faahty farled to prt:vent tt ' deflo'-'ncy(:cs) as 
desmbed above that caused. or s lli<ely to Ci.luso. 
senous in1ury or doalh to thu p;il ent, and therefo1P. 
conslltutes an irnrned1Jto 1eopnrdy w1t~1in the 
111ea111ng of Health aml s.1tc1y Code Section 

12801(C) 

http:Offir.Pr



